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inhabitants to the sword. The citizens of Nisibis attributed their pre-
servation to the intercession of their glorious patron, St James, though he
seems to have been translated to glory before this last siege. Gennadius
says he died in the reign of Constantius, whose death happened in 361:
that of St James is placed by most moderns in 350, soon after the second
siege of Nisibis. Gennadius informs us that, out of a pious confidence
that the saint's earthly remains would be a pledge of his intercession with
God for the protection of the city against the barbarians, by an order of
the emperor Constantius, though an Arian, pursuant to an express injunction
of his father Constantine the Great, notwithstanding the severe laws to the
contrary then in force, the body of St James was buried within the walls
of the city. Julian the Apostate, in 36i, envying the saint this distinguished
privilege, commanded these sacred remains to be removed without the city.
Soon after, upon his death, the emperor Jovian in 363, in order to purchase
peace of the Persians, was obliged to yield up to them Nisibis, with the
five Roman provinces situated on the Tigris, and great part of Mesopotamia.
But the inhabitants of Nisibis, who were compelled by Jovian to remove
before he delivered up the city, carried with them the sacred relics of this
saint, which, according to the Menology of the Armenians at Venice, were
brought to Constantinople about the year 970. His name is famous both
in the Eastern and Western Martyrologies. His festival is kept by the
Latins on the i5th of July, by the Greeks on the I3th of January and the
3 ist of October, by the Syrians on the i8th of January, and by the
Armenians on a Saturday in the month of December. The last honour
him with no less solemnity than the Assyrians, and observe before his
feast a fast of five days, with the same severity as that of Lent. In his
office they sing the long devout Armenian hymns which were compiled
in his honour by St Nierses, patriarch of Armenia, the fourth of that name,
surnamed of Ghelaia, who strenuously defended the union with the Latin
church against the Greek emperor, Michael Comnenus, in the twelfth
century, and is honoured by the orthodox Armenians among the saints.

St James's learning and writings have procured him a rank next to
St Ephrem among the doctors of the Syriac church; and the Armenians
honour him as one of the principal doctors of their national church. For
though St James was a Syrian, he wrote excellent treatises in the Armenian
language for their instruction, at the request of a holy bishop of that uatioti
called Gregory, whose letter to our saint is still extant. In it he promises
himself the happiness of paying St James a visit, and passing some time
with him, in. order to improve himself more perfectly by his lessons in the
knowledge and practice of true virtue: in the meantime he earnestly con*
jures him to favour him with some short instructions, and teach him what
is the true foundation of a spiritual life of faith, by what means the edifice
is to be raised in our souls, and by what good works, by what virtues.